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MCSW ANNOUNCES 287 COMMUNITY UNSUNG HEROINES OF 2008

BOSTON - The Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women is proud to announce its 287
Community Unsung Heroines of 2008. These women come from cities and towns across the
Commonwealth and each will be recognized for their outstanding contributions to their organizations
and communities in a ceremony on Wednesday, May 14, 2008, at the State House in Boston.

These Unsung Heroines were carefully selected from nearly 600 nominations to be honored for
selflessly making a difference in the lives of others.

"Our Unsung Heroines are women who don’t make the news, but make the difference in their
communities, businesses, or volunteer endeavors. They are the women who quietly, without fanfare or
recognition and usually behind the scenes, use their time, talent, spirit and enthusiasm to enrich the
lives of others," said Linda Brantley, MCSW Executive Director. "We are awed by the fabulous work
women across the Commonwealth are doing and thankful to the many nominators who brought these
incredible women to our attention."

The 2008 Unsung Heroines Event will be held from 1 - 4 p.m. at the Massachusetts State
House. The ceremony will include a speaking program with a keynote address delivered by Attorney
General Martha Coakley, certificate presentations, a collective photo of all Heroines in attendance and
a “Just Desserts” reception featuring pastries from some of the best female pastry chefs in the state.
Attached is a list of this year's honorees, listed alphabetically by town along with the name of the
individual(s) who nominated them.

Honorees will be featured in an event program available to all in attendance on May 14™.
Sponsorship opportunities are available in the form of recognition or congratulatory advertisements so
that family, friends and co-workers can join in celebrating the honorees. Sponsorship information is

available on the MCSW website, www.mass.gov/women or by contacting the MCSW at 617-626-6520

or by e-mail at mcsw@state.ma.us.

This event would not be possible without the support of the following outstanding companies
and organizations: Bank of America, New England Patriots Charitable Foundation, Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Massachusetts, Teresa & H. John Heinz Charitable Fund, Agar Supply, Inc., Bagel Alley, and
Garber Travel.
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The Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women is an independent state agency that

was legislatively created in 1998 to advance women of the Commonwealth to full equality in all areas of

life and to promote their rights and opportunities. The MCSW provides a permanent, effective voice for

the women of Massachusetts.
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Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women

2008 Unsung Heroines
Listed by City/Town

UNSUNG HEROINE

TOWN

NOMINATED BY

Theresa Maze Abington Rep. Allen J. McCarthy
Beth Petr Acton Sarah Fletcher
Rita Moore Agawam Rep. Rosemary Sandlin
Kathleen D. Zoeller Amesbury Alicia Zoeller
Lois Barber Ambherst Sen. Stan Rosenberg
Dorothy D. DelLorenzo Andover Dr. Claudia Bach
Camile Rose Aquinnah Jeffrey Burgoyne
Debora A. DeMella Arlington Kathleen Santoian
Debbie Ladue Ashby Sarah Fletcher

Rep. Denis Guyer, Faye Whitney, Maryellen
Nancy Intres Ashfield Cranston and Lynn Dole
Isabel Harrison Ashland Mark Oram
Patricia Roix Athol Sen. Stephen M. Brewer
Lisa Nelson Attleboro Rep. John D. Lepper
Kathleen Sabina Auburn Patricia Martin
Carolyn McCreary Ayer Susan Tordella-Williams
Carolyn P. Nelson Barnstable Kris Clark
Marguerite Maki Barre Sen. Stephen M. Brewer
Joan Moylan Becket Rep. Denis Guyer
Mary Chaves Bellingham Rep. Jennifer M. Callahan
Patricia Mihelich Belmont Rep. William N. Brownsberger
Aurel D'Agostino Berkley Cynthia Hahn
Dora M. Cummings Berlin Eloise Salls
Rebecca Jurek Bernardston Rep. Denis Guyer
Linda Anderson-Mercier Beverly Rep. Mary A. Grant
Catherine J. Mullen Billerica Rep. William G. Green, Jr.
Rose Darden Bolton Joe Kovacs
Keitrice L. Johnson Boston Dierdre Sartorelli
Jennifer Waldner Boston Maren Johnson

Margaret Bratschi

Boston - Beacon Hill

Elizabeth Charney and Gretchen Grozier

Rosie Hanlon

Boston - Brighton

Catherine M.Greene, Esq.

Carmelle Bonhometre Boston - Dorchester Ivey St. John
Maureen Myers Boston - Hyde Park Kaitlin Myers and Rebecca G. Shuster
Cheryl Lawrence Boston - Jamaica Plain Rep. Liz Malia

Catherine Hardaway

Boston - Mattapan

Rep. Willie Mae Allen

Mary Hogarty

Boston - Roslindale

Mary A. Flanagan

Peggy A. Holt

Boston - Roxbury

Suzeth Dunn

Rachel Christian

Bourne

Lt. Nancielee Holbrook

Enid Thuermer Boxford Karen Sheridan

Cynthia Eldredge Brewster Grace Kobold

Margaret Vale Sime Bridgewater Bette K. Stewart

Jean Sullivan Brimfield Rep. Todd Smola

Marilyn Ann Thomson Brockton Heather Arrighi and Lynn Thomson
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Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women
2008 Unsung Heroines

Listed by City/Town
UNSUNG HEROINE TOWN NOMINATED BY
Barbara Wilson Brookfield Kate Simpson
Chris Chanyasulkit, Jamie Glanton Costello, Chief
Casey Hatchett Brookline Daniel O'Leary, and Sgt. Michael Raskin
Karen Dobosz Buckland Selectman Stefan G. Racz
Joan D. Proctor Burlington Alan McRae
Chandra Harrington Cambridge Marion Kilson
Elizabeth A. Lethin Canton Shirley Morse
Christy Barbee Carlisle Superintendent Marie Doyle
Eva Kay Spencer Carver Superintendent Elizabeth Sorrell
Kelly Pellagrini Charlestown Amy Branger
Darlene Emco Rollins Charlton Cathleen Kuehl
Florence Seldin Chatham Rep. Sarah Peake
Laurie Myers Chelmsford Debbie Savoia
Christine Karangwa Chelsea Rose Gould
Kathleen Goodrich Cheshire Rep. Denis Guyer
Trish Robertson Chesterfield Andrew Baker
Jean Fitzgerald Chicopee Patrick Fitzgerald and Robert P. Szczygiel
Katherine L. Carroll Chilmark Jonathon Klaren
Carol Jammalo Clarksburg Thomas Jammalo
Judy McGrall Clinton James Gibbons
Roseanne McMorris Cohasset Rep. Garrett Bradley
Judith Sullivan Colrain Rep. Denis Guyer
Nancy Crowley Concord Rep. Cory Atkins
Donna Jordan Cummington Rep. Denis Guyer
Christine LaBlanc Dalton Rep. Denis Guyer
Phanary Auk Danvers Karen Pangallo
Maureen Armstrong Dartmouth Lee Blake
Patricia Doyle Dedham Lorraine & Greg Randolph
Kathleen A. Fahle Dennis Scott Fahle
Alice Souza Dighton Rep. Patricia Haddad
Clee A. Ace Dracut Rosalie E. Dunbar
Susan K. Tellier Dudley Dorothy J. Millhofer
Ruth L.Tully Dunstable Sen. Steven C. Panagiotakos
Kara Allen Duxbury Allyson Burley

Janice Cunningham

East Bridgewater

Rep. Allen J. McCarthy

Susan Jaye-Kaplan

East Longmeadow

Stephen Kaplan

Paula Aschettino

Eastham

Michael M. Aschettino

Barbara L. LaBombard Easthampton Mayor Michael A. Tautznik
Cheryl Opper Easton Joanna Channell

Diane Smadbeck Edgartown Nell Coogan

Sandra Martin Egremont Mary Brazie

Geraldine Miranda Everett Walter Rice

Simone Bourgeois Fairhaven Nancy A. Feeney

Cymry Costa Fall River David Fisher

Jill Gillick & Deborah Maguire | Falmouth H. Carter Hunt

Karen Caponi Fitchburg Jackie Mansfield-Marcoux
Doris Jean Brown Lewis Florida Maralyn Brown

Marcia Galvin Foxborough Rep. F. Jay Barrows

Jen Kuhar Framingham Ellen Dugan

Deborah Pellegri Franklin Sen. Karen Spilka
Elizabeth Lawton Freetown Selectman Jean Fox
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Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women

2008 Unsung Heroines
Listed by City/Town

UNSUNG HEROINE

TOWN

NOMINATED BY

Maxyne Schneider Gardner Carla Charter and France Longton
Catherine B. Thompson Georgetown Rep. Harriett L. Stanley

Eleanor Cummings Gloucester Margaret Rosa

Elizabeth "Beth" T. Mena Grafton Kerry Demers

Diane Barry Granby Rep. Ellen Story

Peggy Sullivan Great Barrington Erika Sheldon

Margaret E. Palmeri Greenfield Laurie Dornig and First Justice Herbert Hodos
Karen Tuomi Groton Donnie Funch

Claire J. Walsh Groveland Rep. Harriett L. Stanley

Debora Gilbert Halifax Laurie Maker

Edna Barney Hamilton Town of Hamilton Board of Selectmen
Rena M. Strachan Hanover Robyn Mitton

Linda Pacquet Hardwick Sen. Stephen M. Brewer

Lucy B. Wallace Harvard Sen. Pamela Resor

Margaret Frommer Harwich Donna R. West

Lynn Ann Omasta Hatfield Patti McGovern

Denise M. Johnson Haverhill Sen. Steven Baddour and Elaine Barker
Sheila M. Litchfield Heath Gloria Fisher

Patricia Villani Hingham Scott Inman

Martha Freshler Hinsdale Rep. Denis Guyer

Susan E. Martin Holbrook Christine Golden

Ruth E. Willemain Holyoke Karen Ware

Merrily Sparling Hopedale Selectman Alan Ryan

Jill Gaston Hopkinton CherylAnn Lambert Walsh

Jassy Bratko Hubbardston MaryAnn DiPinto

Janet Bennett Hull Rep. Garrett Bradley

Susan Mclntosh Huntington Linda & Steven Hamlin

Diane S. Mitchell Ipswich Selectman Elizabeth Kilcoyne
Persilla Palumbo Kingston Emily Felix

Elizabeth St. George Lakeville Rep. Stephen Canessa

Lauren Searcy Lancaster John Weeks

Claire Pace Lanesboro Eileen Mahoney

Vilma Lora Lawrence Rep. William Lantigua

Nedinia Latimer Leominster Rep. Jennifer L. Flanagan
Eleanor Duncan Leverett Sen. Stan Rosenberg

Shirley Bolton Hill Stolz Lexington Margaret Bradley and Angela Frick
Gilda Galvis Leyden Rita & Ed Klaus

Jeanette Cohan Lincoln Susan Winship

Barbara Jane McRae Littleton Selectman Ken Eldridge

Leslie Lawrence Longmeadow Denise N. Cogman

Tanya Mead Lowell Curtis Walters

Patricia A. Mole Ludlow Anthony Mole

Milree Keeling Lunenberg Rep. Jamie Eldridge

Carole B. Shutzer Lynn Elise Shutzer

Darlene Drutman Lynnfield Rep. Mark Falzone

Carolyn H. Taite Malden Esther Pearson

Susan W. Thorne

Manchester-by-the-Sea

Elizabeth Heisey

Rose B. Gould, Alyona Nossik, Beth Charney and

Alla Brikman Marblehead Katie Nye
Mary Lou Vanzini Marlboro Rep. Stephen LeDuc
Virginia Bowker Marshfield Susan Ashton-Linskey
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Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women
2008 Unsung Heroines

Listed by City/Town

UNSUNG HEROINE TOWN NOMINATED BY
Nicole Goldman Mashpee Amy Dufault
Peggy Brown Maynard Jack Mackeen
Beth G. Eby Medfield Rep. Richard Ross and Debra Gursha
Karen LaFrazia Medford Elizabeth Lund
Joyce Blais Melrose Katie Blais
Nancy Bradley & Carol Cook Mendon Dale Pleau
Liz Tucker Merrimac Sen. Steven Baddour
Linda Soucy Methuen Sen. Steven Baddour
Heather E. Ashworth Middleborough Gail F. MacKinnon
Cynthia Oligny Middlefield Christine Bresnahan
Mia Cloonan & Kim Cosco Middleton Ann Noyes
Deborah Gabowitz Milford Carol Flinn-Roberts
Mary M. Clark Millbury Sen. Edward Augustus
Linda Stetson Millis Rep. Richard Ross
Evelyn McNamara Millville Rep. Jennifer M. Callahan
Ruth Adomunes Milton Ellen George
Virginia Carlson Midyette Monson Katherine Conway
Amy Connelly Montague Amy Clarke
Jane Thielen Montgomery Rep. Peter V. Kocot
Polly Bradley Nahant Kathy Leahy
Gerri Price Nantucket Catherine Valez
Terry Miller Natick Sue Shea
Eugenia Borson Needham Meg Vailancourt
Lori Trottier New Ashford Rep. Denis Guyer

Rosellen M. Gallogy

New Bedford

Rep. Robert Koczera

Carolyn Glidden New Braintree Katie Tyler
Mary Williamson Newbury Patty St. John
Nancy Sullivan Newburyport Rose Gould
Ellen Parker Newton Cheryl Osimo
Tracy Hilfrank Norfolk Tara Spellman

Debbie Savoia

North Andover

Laurie Myers

Madaline Arn

North Brookfield

Sen. Stephen M. Brewer

Leslie Stein Northampton Mayor Mary Clare Higgins

Lorie Bowness Northborough Susan Rees

Carol Berkowicz Northbridge Jay E. Gilchrist

Janet L. Wood Northfield Sen. Stan Rosenberg

Danielle Sicard Norton Robert Kimball, Jr.

Laurie Galvin Norwell Donna R. Cunio

Bernice Wenstrom Norwood Mary Hemman

Dorothy L. Roberts Oak Bluffs Daniel J. Larkosh and Christopher Larkosh
Myrna Rosenberg Otis Charlotte Degen

Joyce A. Sirard Oxford Town of Oxford Board of Selectmen
Catherine Les Palmer Pamela Parent

Judith Seleshick Peabody District Attorney Jonathon Blodgett
Elva Anderson Pelham Sen. Stan Rosenberg

Kathleen Fanning Pembroke Anne Brennan

Dawn Warner Peru Rep. Denis Guyer

Fifi Scoufopoulos Petersham Town of Petersham Selectboard
Opal Clark Phillipston Bernard Malouin

Laura L. Mick Pittsfield David E. Battistoni

Kimberly Longey Plainfield Rep. Denis Guyer
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Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women

2008 Unsung Heroines
Listed by City/Town

UNSUNG HEROINE

TOWN

NOMINATED BY

Rae Mercer Plainville Rep. Richard Ross

Connie Melahoures Plymouth Senate President Therese Murray and Carl J. Finer

Joyce Anderson Princeton Dennis Rindone

Jan B.G. Kelly Provincetown Barbara Rushmore

Naima Agalab Quincy Rose Gould

Stacy Ann Dixon Randolph P'Ann Wimberly

Sally M. Hoyt Reading Anna Keenan Dixon

Carol Haney Revere Mayor Thomas Ambrosino

Marguerite J. Rawson Richmond Town of Richmond Board of Selectmen

Debra Jean McGeoghegan Rockland Kim Arouca

Janet Burrows James Rockport Steven Rothstein

Mary Ellen Mighill Rowley Rep. Harriett L. Stanley and Lane Bourn

Elizabeth Gospodarek Royalston Katherine Morris

Lindsey Maxwell Russell Rep. Rosemary Sandlin

Ruth Lowe Rutland Sen. Stephen M. Brewer

Sandra S. Power Salem Rep. John D. Keenan and Mayor Kimberley Driscoll

Deborah M. Smith Salisbury Sen. Steven Baddour

Shirley G. Cross Sandwich Lily Tu
The teachers on the 6th grade floor at Belmonte

Linda Gaieski Saugus Middle School

Susan A. Phippen Scituate Rep. Frank M.Hynes

Edith Krekorian Seekonk Rep. Steven D'Amico and Beverly Hart

Jeanne-Marie Brookfield Sharon Jeanne Medeiros

Terry Mosher Shelburne Rep. Denis Guyer

Jennifer C. Collins Sherborn Sen. Scott Brown

Jackie Esielionis Shirley Rep. Jamie Eldridge

Roberta R. Goldman Shrewsbury Sen. Edward Augustus

Arlene Silvia Somerset Rep. Patricia Haddad

Yvette P. Verdieu Somerville Rep. Denise Provost

Joan Rosner South Hadley Sen. Stan Rosenberg

Teresa D. Barton Southampton Diana M. Schindler

Barbra MacEwan Southwick Cindy Pendleton

Christine Swanson Spencer Sen. Stephen M. Brewer

Maria Luisa Arroyo Springfield Magdalena Gomez

Deb Smith Selkow Sterling Wendy O'Leary

Helen K. Pigott Stockbridge Mary Clare Flynn

Maureen M. Soley Stoneham Mary Clare Canavan

Alice M. McGibbon Stoughton Nancy Urell

Bonita Keefe-Layden Sturbridge Kerrie Mason, Paige Slein, and Bruce Leger

Amy Elizabeth Lepak Sudbury Marilyn Ellsworth

Shirley Graves Sunderland Sen. Stan Rosenberg

Heather Elster Sutton Rep. Jennifer M. Callahan and Beckley Gaudette
Sue Burgess, Debbie Sawyer-Nutter, Sandi Sawyer-

Joan Sawyer Swampscott Reyes, Holly Braunder, and Janet Fischer

Juli L. Parker Swansea Gail Fortes

Margaret Lopes Taunton Rep. Patricia Haddad

Shirley V. Peabody Templeton Mary Clare Barnes

Marie (Kirwin) Sweeney Tewksbury Kathleen Kirwin

Dolly Campbell Tisbury Nell Coogan

Dorothy Wass Topsfield Karen Sheridan

Cornelia "Connie" C. Giles Townsend Karen Clement
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2008 Unsung Heroines
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UNSUNG HEROINE

TOWN
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Brenda J. Boleyn Truro Rep. Sarah Peake & William F. Clark
Charlene Pires Tyngsboro Kathleen Murphy

Barbara E. Burke Upton Sen. Edward P. Augustus

Karen Albright Uxbridge Rep. Jennifer M. Callahan

Jane Good Wakefield Rep. Mark Falzone

Dawn Charette Wales Michael J. Valanzola

Sandra Esmond Walpole Nancy Gallivan

Marci Diamand Waltham Steve Lefermere and Sarah Robbins
Martha Maguire Wareham Michelle Baum

Madeline Wheeler Warren Sen. Stephen M. Brewer

Vicky Berg Watertown Michael Bina

Linda H. Brooks Wayland Alison Carotheus

Leona DiTullio Webster Danielle Morrow

Alexandra Siemon Wellesley Heather Panahi

Ellen Raquel LeBow Wellfleet Rep. Sarah Peake

Anne Diemand Wendell Sen. Stan Rosenberg and Selectman Daniel Keller
Frances DeLacvivier Wenham Town of Wenham Board of Selectmen

Sharon A. Woodbury

West Boylston

Edward P. Madaus

Marilyn Raleigh

West Bridgewater

Rep. Christine Canavan

Katharine M. Gove

West Newbury

Rep. Harriett L. Stanley

Phyllis Austin-Bertera West Springfield Shera Cohen
Cynthia Mitchell West Tisbury Liza Coogan
Kristina Allen Westborough Sen. Pamela Resor
Halina K. Czerniejewski Westfield Katie Nye

Dorothy Hughes Westford Gerard Leone
Lydia Omasta Westhampton Andrew Baker
Joyce Pastor Weston Lauren Rikleen
Heidi Bright Weymouth Beth Hastie
Margaret K. Cerilli Whitman Kathleen Teahan
Kyle Rankins & Deborah

Trimble Wilbraham Sen. Gale Candaras and Gina Pelkey
Kerstin Liander Williamsburg Andrew Baker
Susan Gold Williamstown Marianne Drake
Christina A. Stewart Wilmington Joanne Benton
Cynthia Boucher Winchendon James Kreidler, Jr.
Janice Goodman Winchester Wendy Davis
Barbara E. Giusti Windsor Rep. Denis Guyer
Mary Lou Osborne Winthrop Patricia Bruen Tacelli
Susan Nocella Woburn Christopher Kisiel
Marjorie E. Wilson Worcester Gail Schuyler
Patricia Kennedy Worthington Slyvia Howes
Marjorie "Midge" Hooper Wrentham Rep. Richard Ross
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